
June 2015 
 
 
 
 
Dear Brewster Families,  

 

  I am very pleased to once again sponsor the Brewster Summer Reading Program.  This 

year, we are giving the program a new twist. Instead of recording the number of minutes they 

have read and reaching for a predetermined goal, this summer, students will set their own 

appropriate reading goals. Why the change? 

 

 The goal was too easy for some students, and too hard for others. We want all 

readers to be appropriately challenged. 

 Research in the area of motivation confirms that working toward personally 

meaningful goals is more effective than working toward a teacher-set goal. 

 Recording minutes read can be a cumbersome task to maintain over the course 

of a summer, and may discourage some students from participating. 

 Research suggests that students need to read at least six books over the 

summer to prevent summer reading loss. In light of this, we will use six as our 

goal minimum. 

 

So, instead of counting minutes, this summer, participants in our reading program 

will count how many books they read. First, they will set a goal for themselves. This should be 

a “stretch goal” – one that takes a bit of effort to reach, but is still realistic. On the next page, 

you can ask your child some questions to help them set a goal. As a parent, you must agree 

with your child that the goal is appropriate. If it is too easy (or too hard), please work with them 

to adjust it. 

Of course, each child’s reading goal depends on many factors, including the age of the 

child, the length of the books, etc. This is not a perfect science, but I hope that thinking about 

their reading habits will lead to a summer of motivated and enjoyable reading! 

 

Thank you for your support, and have a great summer! 

 

Ms. Golick 

Learning Consultant 



Setting My Summer Reading Goal 
 

Name: _______________________ Grade in Fall: ________ 

 
 

Think about these questions to help you set your reading goal. 
 
1. How many books do I usually read in a week during the school year? 
 
2. How many books do I think I could read in a week during the summer? 
 
3. There are about ten weeks of summer. How many books could I complete in ten weeks? 
 
4. Where and when would I like to read this summer? 
 
5. What kinds of books am I interested in reading this summer? 
 
 
 
Now, use your answers to help yourself set a goal. Your goal must be at least six books! 
 

MY SUMMER READING GOAL  
 

I plan to complete ___________ books this summer. This goal is not too easy, 

and not too hard! I will write the name of each book I finish on the attached sheet. 

If I reach my goal, I will get an extra recess in the fall, and my name will be 

entered in a drawing for some fun reading prizes! 

 

My signature: _________________________________ 

******************************************************************************************** 

 _______I agree with the goal my child has set. 

 

Parent/guardian’s signature: _______________________________ 

 
 

*Please turn in to your teacher in September, along with the Reading List.* 



 

Reading List 
*Please turn in to your teacher in September, along with your goal sheet.* 

 
Name: _____________________________ Grade in Fall:______ 

 
My goal is to read _____ books 

 
Please list each book you finish during the 2015 Brewster Summer Reading Program. Attach 

extra paper if needed! 
 

 Title Author’s Last 
Name 

How many stars 
would you give 

it?  

 Example: Sylvester and the Magic Pebble Steig (1 = lowest, 5 = 

highest) 
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